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THIS IS SHORT, BUT YOUôRE SMALLER (thatôs what your wife told me, and who are we to argue): 
 

Iôm pounding this out to get a big pile of news to you undeserving wretches.  I checked my mail, I looked under the olô politically 

correct, left-leaning Christmas tree, I watched as the UPS drivers roared by, and nothing, no gifts.  Am I safe to assume that you just 

couldnôt handle the sheer danger of the absolutely horrific weather of Northern California? 
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Oh well, as Mom said, itôs ñbetter to give than to receive, so hereôs something for you to munch on, Mr. Dentally Challenged:  District 

36ôs final 2009 Open A race of the season at Lodi. Click on 2009 Season Finale Open A Video. At the very beginning you hear me 

telling Bickle that Iôm using him as a human haybale in the event that an errant rider come our way.  Itôs quite a fun race to watch, 

teeteringly pathetic as the videographer was.  Was.  Should never leave one of them alone at the end of a sentenceéthey might run 

away and cause problems. 

 

 Oh yeah, while Iôm at it, Iôve decided to neglect my beautiful, intelligent, elegant and unrepentantly cranky wife so that you creaky 

liver-lipped hedgepigs have a new place to reciprocate your loopy noodle:  www.d36dirttrack.com   Itôs in its infancy and I commit to 

posting 2009 results in the next fortnight.  Like you, itôs not fancy or pretty, but I hope it will get the job done.  Hmmm, maybe not so 

much like you. 

 

Scroll down, I canôt think of anything to fill this space and I would be most embarrassed to note, ñThis page left blank of purposeò.  

éReminds me of so many lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://krumple.smugmug.com/Sports/Motorcycle-Dirt-Track/Lodi-Open-A-RaceDirtTrack/10707418_zWU8K/1/755589486_7J3nF
http://www.d36dirttrack.com/
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In a near worthless plug due to the fact that if 

you havenõt committed  yet, you wonõt now, I 

hereby inform the masses that you will miss 

the kickoff of the professional dirt track 

season .   

 

 

Att least youõll have the written  equivalent of 

the òMy Grandma went to the Power Exchange 

http://www.powerexchange.com/clubs.htm  and 

all I got is this T Shirtó. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.powerexchange.com/clubs.htm
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A RACING LEGEND PASSES 

 

Kenny Eggers was one of the top racers on the West Coast during the 1950s. He won the Bay Meadows Mile AMA National in San 

Mateo, California, in his rookie expert season. Eggers also earned fame for winning the AMA national road race at Willow Springs 

Raceway in 1954, the first motorcycle race ever held at that venue. 

Eggers paid $40 for a 1927 Harley when he was 14 years old. He learned to slide by riding figure eights in the gravel parking lot of a 

neighborhood school. Eggers met legendary tuner Tom Sifton when he went to Sifton's San Jose dealership to find a piston for his 

bike. Sifton hired the young Eggers as an apprentice and put him to work assembling Cushman scooters. He worked for Sifton until he 

joined the Army in 1947. 

Eggers honed his skills by riding in the hills with the "San Jose Bunch" that included such talented riders as Bob Shavs, Al Rudy, 

Larry Headricks and racing legend Sam Arena. "We all rode 45s (45-cubic-inch machines) because that's what Sam rode," Eggers 

said. 

Turning expert in 1951, Eggers continued winning. The biggest win of his career came on July 1st of that year in San Mateo, 

California, at Bay Meadows. Riding a Sifton-tuned Harley-Davidson, Eggers shocked the best riders in the country by winning the 

AMA 20-Mile National, the first race on a mile oval that year. A month later, Eggers finished runner-up to Bobby Hill at the national 

championship Springfield, Illinois, Mile. 

"My bike was geared for Larry Headrick, who was 30 pounds lighter, and was way too tall and Sifton refused to change it," Eggers 

remembers of the Springfield race. "In the final I was so mad at Sifton for not lowering the gear, that I was thinking about laying the 

bike down on purpose. The gearing was so tall that I got a bad start and was way back in the crowd. I worked my way through and 

finally caught up with Bill Tuman, who was running second. I got by Tuman and his front wheel was rubbing on my leathers in the 

corners. This was about 14 laps into the 25-lap final. 

"I just never let off the gas and three laps later I caught up to Hill and was just getting ready to pass on the inside when the bolt 

holding on my chain guard broke. The chain guard fell off and I ran over it. That threw me sideways and I bounced off of Hill than 

ended way up near the fence. The clutch was dragging on the chain and the motor wouldn't pull top speed anymore, so I finished 

second."  Eggers wrapped up his rookie season by finishing second to Dick Klamfoth on the half mile in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
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The AMA Grand National Series was inaugurated in 1954. Eggers finished fifth in the series opener at Daytona Beach, riding a BSA 

Shooting Star for Hap Alzina. That same year he won the road race national at Willow Springs. Eggers remembers the track was quite 

crude in its early days.  "The racing surface wasn't pavement, it was rolled oiled dirt," Eggers said. "It was actually a pretty rough 

track. The cars had been on it before and tore it up. It was just like riding an old endurance run. It was like riding on an old county 

road. We ran it counter-clockwise and the hill at the back of the track was really steep. It was just like racing in a hillclimb going up 

that hill."  The carburetors on Eggers' BSA flooded on the starting line and he was last off the line. Eggers blasted through the field 

and won the race over Ed Kretz and John Gibson. 

Kenny Eggers was inducted into the AMA Hall of Fame in 1998.   

 

Last September, Stewart Barber introduced me to Kenny at the Stockton Mile. In typical Krumple-style, I didnôt 

get any photos of him or his wife, Kay.  But I did photograph the photo album he had with him that day.   Although 

a certified legend, he came across as just another of us motorcycle racers.  Little did I know that his remaining time 

on this planet was limited. 
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Photo credit to Jim Wheeler 

http://www.motorcyclemuseum.org/halloffame/oneimage.asp?id=126
http://www.motorcyclemuseum.org/halloffame/oneimage.asp?id=126
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